Play puts new spin on book of Ruth
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5T. PETERSBURG = Ench genern
tiom continues to find its own ways
1o retell the stories of the Bibde.

D'rl.Su.ndl}'. Congregation B'nai
s willl present 1he Florida pre-
miere of “Your People Are Mine,”
hﬂ;ﬂﬂ!hﬂuﬂm1hhmknr

The: play was written by the
Conservative synagogue’s canbor,
Shimon Gewirte, zml his sister,
Gilncys Hedaya, I the mid-1970s
(eewiriz, who Eved in New York sl
the time, wrode the (et asd lye-
ics; Hedaya composed the music
frean ber bome h lerael. They cor
responded by nmail; the propect
tock more than a year o complete.

When the play was finfshed, it
was perarmed for several years in
Wew Yark and in Jerusalem. The
5t Petersburg performance will be
the first since 1985,

The book of Kuth {8 read i the
1rna.gu;g'umhnhda'ru!5mnul.
wiach, to tradition, i
l]'u.-h.rnrﬂ'-ud delivered the Ten
Commnandments. The coanection
between the two s Ruth's accep-
tance of the [aows of Moses apd ber
acceptance of the life of an lsrael-
ite, Crewirte makd.

1o the story, Elmelech takes
hzs wile, Naoeni, and his two sons
i Moah o escape (e famine in
Judzh, The scns fall in love and
marry the Moabite princesses
Ruth and Orpah. The {aiher apad
1w sans evenbaally die, and Na-
ami prepares 1o rehiern to Jodah,
Huth returms with ber, l.Ip.n,g,
“Your prople are my people.” Ruth
eventually conviris to Judal=m and
marries Boaz, explained Gewirtz,

“It's ihe first and oaly haly
Book thatf oelebrates o woman's
lovve and devotion. Acceplance is
shown on several levels — Buth's

acceptance of her new way of life,
and ihe people’s cceplance of a

Membeis of the Congregation B'nal Israel rehearse “Your People Anre Mina, ™
presantod

Sunday.

canvert [{'s the first time we hove
s ™ Crewirte sadd,

The story is also oo of the de
votion between Naoenl and Fuh,
ardl the bove betwern & man and
woman The story's unbrersaliiy
can be {elt by peaple of any el
gion, Gewintz said,

“We e b0 lumanize and
flesl ot the characters in the
bsak of Fieth, most of whom were
anly given a few lines [n the Bible,
What my sister azi | tried to do is
expard on the stery with & varbety
of mussieal styles. The play is a
ross belween 7 arsdl the
Ainaring Technicalor Drezmcpat”
ﬂ'l"hﬂlﬂr an the Kool = Gewirte

Joy Bateen-Guthnie, cantorial
sodois! for Temple Baxi [srael n
Clearwater, plays Nacmi in the
production

*1t'a & really pead play with an

uplifing fecling about it They've
made the story & ‘midrsh’ — &
meadern retelling of an ancieni
shory — by sdding mere 1o il Jew.
ieh echolirs have alten mlerprebed
whal might have been,” Katren-
Gauthrie said

Music in the: play covers am
ecieciic range af styles, including
hallads, ensembies, comedy and
same slightly rock numbBsers, with
out departing from a Bibbeal es-
pence, Gewirte sahl

“People whe kve musical ihe-
aber &nid comedy will eagay in” he
s,

The program will be presenbed
ifs b few sanctaary of Congrega:
zan B'nai bsrael, 200 S81h 52, M., ol
145 pm. Sunelay, Tickefs are 515,
Far more informaticn, call
3814 Ou,

F Vickls Back can be mached 8t
{T27) T9a-T41
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